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In this lesson we will demonstrate how to change the colour of report text based on the textôs 

value  

 

We have provided a simple a three (3) column status report (How to colour report text ï 

Start ) where each column has the values Enabled, Disabled, Unknown or Other. With this 

report we will demonstrate three (3) methods for changing the textôs colour based value of 

the text: 

 

× For column one (1) of the report we will use the single colour highlight method 

× For column two (2) of the report we will change the default text colour and use the 

single colour highlight method 

× For column three (3) of the report we will use report code to set the text colour  

 

and then, just for fun, we will demonstrate how to highlight the background of alternate rows 

in the report. 

 

What we are aiming for is a report that looks like the following example report: 

 

Example Report - How to colour report text ï Final 

 
 

Our stating point in this lesson is the report  How to colour report text ï Start  which looks 

like the following: 

 

Example Report - How to colour report text ï Start 
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Example Reports 
 

With this lesson we have provided two (2) TOAD Report Manager reports in the TRD format. 

Both these reports can be down loaded from the PIPER-Rx web page: 

 

Link goes here 

 

The first report How to colour report text ï Start is the start report for this lesson; it 

contains the base SQL and layout only. You can use this report to add components as we 

proceed through the lesson. The second report How to colour report text ï Final is the 

finished report just in case you want to skip to the end of the story.... 

Column one - Single Colour Highlight method 
 

Using the report editors highlight option it is possible to change the colour of an attributeôs 

text based on its value. In this example we will set the highlight colour to Bold Red for the 

text value ñDisabledò. 

 

Step 1  

Single click the master data column column_1 to focus the object 

Select the highlight option shown in the red circle 

 

 
 

You will be presented with the Highlight dialogue box 

Step 2 

In the Highlight dialogue box, click on the function option shown in the red circle 
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You will then be presented with the expression editor 

 

 
 

Double click the column_1 entry which will populate the bottom section ñExpression:ò of the 

Expression Editor with the report data column selected 
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You then need to add the reminder of the expression:    = óDisabledô 

 

Note: The text value is case sensitive 

 

 
 

On clicking the [OK] button you will be returned to the Highlight dialogue box with the 

required expression filled in 
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The highlight colour defaults to red, so there is no need to change the highlight colour 

 

Check the bold box and then OK 

 

Save and run the report. Your report should now look like the following example: 

 

 
 

 

Column Two ï Two Colour Highlight method 
 

In this example we will display all text for column 2 in green and display the text ñDisabledò in 

bold red. 

 

This is a two step process. Firstly  we will set the default colour for Column 2 to Green and 

then set  the highlight colour for Column 2 to Bold Red for the text ñDisabledò. 
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Step 1 ï Set the default font for column 1 to green 

 

In the report editor select to highlight the master data column column_2 

 

 
 

Next select the ñFontò option from the properties section of the editor screen 

Under properties select the list of values down button for the ñColorò option 

Then select the ñclGreenò option 

 

 
 

Save and run the report, all values for column 2 should now be green as shown in the 

example. 
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Step 2 ï Add Bold Red highlight for column 2 

 

Repeat all the steps from the first example highlighting column 2 in bold red when the value 

of the text is óDisabledô 

 
 

Save and run your report, you should now see the entries for disabled in column 2 displayed 

in bold and red 
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Column Three ï Multi Colour Highlight method 
 

In this part of the lesson we will use report code to change the colour of the text for column 3 

based on the textôs value: 

 

× Enabled to be displayed in green  

× Disabled to be displayed in bold red  

× Unknown to be displayed blue 

× Other to be displayed in underlined green on a yellow background 

 

 

Step 1 ï Add report code 

 

Open the report and select the report [code] tab 

 

 
 

You will be presented with the report code page 

 

 
 

Replace the default code ñbegin and endò statements with the code provided in Appendix 1 

- Report Code (Pascal format) 

 


